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"Italian immigrant families life stories"

by David Franchi (user_view.php?uid=27240) for remotegoat on 08/10/15

(reviews_official.php)
Saffron Hill, an Italian family story in London.

“Saffron Hill” the original play by Penny Culliford successfully sold out, at The Pleasance Theatre, London. 

Produced by Tricolore Theatre Company, “Saffron Hill” is the fictional story of Italian families in Clerkenwell, London. The
performance focuses on the difficulties, the positions and the music of different decades. It also commemorates the 75th
anniversary of the sinking of the Arandora Star. 

Although fictional, the narrative comes from real life stories of Italian immigrant families. The author Penny Culliford,
supported by producer Nadia Ostacchini, made a great research, by interviewing and meeting people and surveying
publications and documents. 

Once one of the most deprived areas of London, Saffron Hill was described by Charles Dickens, in Oliver Twist, as “a
narrow and dismal alley” where in filthy shops traders purchase from pickpockets. Or by Peter Cunningham, in his Hand-
Book of London: “A squalid neighbourhood between Holborn and Clerkenwell, densely inhabited by poor people and
thieves.” (1850).

The first show scene is in 1872. Giuseppe arrives in Saffron Hill (from Borgo Taro, Parma) to start a new life with his two
daughters, Rosa and Lucia. They are poor, they struggle and England is cold. While corrupted landlord Samuel Peters
threatens to bring Lucia into the dark London underworld, Rosa got engaged with good Vincenzo, who will open an ice
cream shop. 

The second scene is in 1940. The family heirs have successfully established the ice cream shop, now run by Vita and
Lorenzo, Sofia and Roberto. Following the Churchill’s “collar the lot” policy, when the war begins Roberto and Lorenzo are
arrested by policeman Arthur, regular customer and friend. They are embarked to be deported but the ship is the
unfortunate Arandora Star, which was sunk in controversial circumstances by a German U-boat (2nd July 1940). More than
800 people died, of which 446 were Italians. While Roberto returns home, Lorenzo is missing. The Arandora was built in
1927, requisitioned as a troop ship in 1940, and assigned to transport German and Italian internees and prisoners to
Canada. 

In 1967 is the third scene. Antonio and his wife Maria Vittoria run the business, while Antonio’s sister, Carlotta, prefers to
enjoy the Swinging London with cousin Giovanni, just arrived from Italy. Carlotta gets pregnant and marries Giovanni.
However, struggling with the new life style, Antonio, decide to close the historical business. 

The three stories follow the changes in the quarter of Clerkenwell Road, in an interesting parallel with the transformation
of the society. There are suggestions for present days, including gentrification, habits, human behaviour. For example,
protagonists are migrants and someone throws a brick to their window. Or else, despite born and bred in the UK, they still
speak a language, which is a pastiche of English, Italian and their parent’s dialect expressions. 

The author follows the tropes of the Italians lifestyle, there is a lot of gesticulation, passion, and coffee flows abundantly. 

The Italian settlement in London began in the first half of the 1800s. However, a strong presence is already registered from
1720, when the Sardinian Chapel, was built as part of the Embassy of Sardinia – today rebuilt into the Church of St. Anselm
and St. Cæcilia, Holborn. 

In 1863 St. Peter’s Church was opened in Clerkenwell Road and still today is a referent for the Italian community, which is
not anymore located around that area but spread around London.

The play is excellent. Professional actors are at their ease in different roles, delivering genuine emotions, and they are:
Anthony Comerford, Edmund Dehn, Roseanna Frascona, Maeve Leahy and Fed Zanni.
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Saffron Hill is Tricolore Theatre Com-
pany’s new play telling the stories of 

three generations of Anglo-Italians 
set in the heart of Little Italy. Written 

by playwright, Penny Culliford, it fol-
lows the lives of three generations of 

one family, starting in the 1870s and 
ending as many Italians left London’s 
Clerkenwell in the 1960s. The play in-
cludes the story of the sinking of the 
Arandora Star, a significant event in 
the family history of many British Ital-
ians, and serves to commemorate the 
75th anniversary of that tragedy. 
Following the arrival of Giuseppe Mu-
setti and his two daughters in Saffron 
Hill, fleeing the poverty in Italy, they 
struggle to be accepted into the com-
munity. Two generations on, the War 
once again separates husbands and 
wives, British and Italians. The “swing-
ing sixties” brings about the further 
fragmentation of the community and 
explores the changing attitude to sex 
and relationships.
Directed by Anthony Shrubsall, the 
cast of five actors, Anthony Comer-
ford, Edmund Dehn, Roseanna Frasco-
na, Maeve Leahy and Fed Zanni each 
play three parts and music from the 
periods and newsreel sound clips pro-
vide the evocative timeline. Producer 
Nadia Ostacchini said: ‘2014 marked 

the 150th Anniversary of Giuseppe 
Garibaldi’s visit to London as well as 
the establishment of the Mazzini-
Garibaldi Club, founded by Giuseppe 
Mazzini and Giuseppe Garibaldi. I 
asked Penny to write a new play which 
celebrated the close links between 
the British people and the creation of 
modern Italy. I think she has written a 
really special play which will touch the 
hearts of many Italians and non-Ital-
ians, not least because Immigration is 
such a topical subject.  Also, the Aran-
dora Star is pretty much a forgotten 
tragedy and I really wanted people to 
know about it.  It would be nice if our 
story of the Anglo-Italian community 
could reach a wider audience’.
Sponsors include the Mazzini Garibal-
di Charitable Foundation, the Parmi-
giani Valceno Association, the Parmi-
giani Valtaro Association and the Club 
Sociale Italiano di Finchley.

Website: www.tricolore.org.uk
Email: nadia@tricolore.org.uk

LIFE, LOVE AND LOSS IN LITTLE ITALY

 Nella foto, attori, sponsor e erganizatori

 L’Associazione Lucani nel Mondo è 
tornata a riunirsi sabato 17 ottobre 
in una serata danzante nell’ampio e 
spazioso salone della chiesa Cattolica 
di St. Joseph di Epsom. È questo un 
appuntamento annuale a cui parteci-
pano numerose persone provenienti 
soprattutto dalla contea del Surrey, in 
particolare Epsom, dove risiede una 
nutrita comunità lucana. Si sono uniti 
alla serata anche altre comunità italia-
ne dei dintorni, come quelle di Sutton, 

Wallington, Croydon, Wimbledon, Wo-
king e Walton.
 Il comitato organizzativo che è com-
posto dal Presidente Vincenzo Auletta 
e dai membri della commissione Vin-
cenzo Costanzo, Luigi Romano, Elio Di 
Carlo, Donato Ferretta e Pino Auletta, 
che con il prezioso aiuto delle rispetti-
ve consorti, rende possibile ogni anno 
questo evento, che è un momento di 
convivialità, divertimento e benefi-
cienza.

Un momento innanzitutto per rivive-
re e rinnovare insieme il legame con 
la propria terra, attraverso il cibo e la 
musica, un momento di divertimento 
e convivialità per tenere unita la co-
munità; come da sempre, anche un 
impegno di solidarietà, la cui gene-
rosità quest’anno è stata indirizzata 

verso il British Heart Foundation, al 
cui rappresentante è stata consegnata 
una cospicua somma di denaro. 
Ospite d’onore della serata il Presiden-
te della Commissione Regione per I 
Lucani del Mondo, Consigliere Ing. 
Nicola Benedetto, che dalla Regione 
Basilicata ha raggiunto Londra per 
un fine settimana di incontri con le 
comunità lucane del Regno Unito.  Il 
Consigliere Benedetto ha portato i sa-
luti del Consiglio Regionale della Basi-
licata, ricordando l’impegno della Re-
gione nel coltivare e mantenere vive 
le associazioni dei lucani nel mondo. 

Sono circa un milione i lucani censiti 
nel mondo, con una presenza preva-
lente in Europa, ma grande e quasi 
centenaria presenza in Sud America. 
Si è sottolineata l’importanza della 
presenza lucana all’estero come risor-
sa per la regione in una fase di grande 
promozione e uscita dall’anonimato, 
in vista dell’evento europeo Matera 
2019, che vedrà Matera e la Basilicata 
come Capitale Europea della cultura 
nel 2019. Il Consigliere Benedetto ha 
ricordato come la Basilicata affronta in 
questi anni sfide importanti, da quella 
del petrolio, risorsa ma anche rischio 
per il delicato sistema ambientale 
che caratterizza la regione, ma anche 
la questione delle infrastrutture e de-
gli investimenti pubblici in generale 
precondizione per lo sviluppo econo-
mico e turistico di una regione che ha 
ancora un enorme potenziale da sfrut-
tare. Un invito infine a non perdersi di 
vista, a non indebolire I legami con la 
regione anche coinvolgendo le nuove 
generazioni di lucani nel mondo ma 
anche i lucani di seconda e terza ge-
nerazione, perché non dimentichino 
le origini dei loro avi. 
La serata è continuata fino alla mezza-
notte tra balli e canti, ottimo cibo fino 
alla tradizionale lotteria. Poi i saluti 
per i partecipanti e l’appuntamento 
al prossimo anno per una altra serata 
danzante dell’Associazione Lucani nel 
Mondo.                                 La Redazione

SERATA DANZANTE DELL’ASSOCI AZIONE LUCANI NEL MONDO

Vincenzo Auletta, Nicola Benedetto e Donato Gugliemucci

Comitato e ospiti
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